Renin and Acute Renal Failure SIR,-I was interested to read the findings and hypotheses put forward by Dr. J. J. Brown and others (31 January, p. 253) regarding oliguric renal failure. As they say, plasma renin activity is increased in patients with cirrhosis and ascites and may be accompanied by diminished renal blood flow and failing renal function.
In work to be published shortly' my former colleagues and I have shown a significant inverse relationship (r = -0-59, P = <0 05) between plasma renin activity and the renal clearance of para-aminohippurate in 13 such patients. However, when clearance of para-aminohippurate was increased (mean increase 58%) by a constant intravenous infusion of dopamine, plasma renin
